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2008 James Beard Foundation Restaurant and Chef Awards 

OUTSTANDING RESTAURATEUR AWARD  

Presented by Waterford Wedgwood  
A working restaurateur, actively involved in multiple restaurants in the United States, who 
has set uniformly high national standards as a creative force in the kitchen and/or in 
restaurant operations. Candidates must have been in the restaurant business for at least 
ten years. 
 

Award Winner 
Joe Bastianich/Mario Batali 
Babbo Ristorante e Enoteca NYC 

Tom Douglas 
Tom Douglas Restaurants 
Seattle 

Richard Melman 
Lettuce Entertain You Enterprises 
Chicago 

Wolfgang Puck 
The Wolfgang Puck Fine Dining Group 
Beverly Hills, CA 

Jean-Georges Vongerichten and Phil Suarez 
Jean-Georges Management LLC 
NYC 
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